April 5, 1948 


ESSAY CONTEST LAUNCHED 


Young conservationists again are being 
given an opportunity to express them- 
selves and win a trip to the mountains, 
The subject of the essay for the second 
annual Sierra Club contest is "What 
Conservation in California Means to Me", 
and it is open 'to high school boys and 
girls between 13 and 17. All entries, 
200 words or less, must be postmarked by 
April 16 and mailed to the Sierra Club, 
Mills Tower, San Francisco 4, 

The contest will culminate ct the 
San Francisco Sports, Travel and Boat 
Show May 1, when the finalists will be 
brought to San Francisco to. atvend the 
show and receive their awards, 


vf “TOLCANOES| 


WA PAST AND PRESENT 


i Cin Kodachrone 
Come and hear George ©. Rhule, Park 
Naturalist at Crater Lake National Park, 


speak on past and current volcanic ac- 


tivity in our western national parks and 


Mexico. He will illustrate his talk /( 
with fine Kodachrome slides which in-{\ 
clude pictures of Crater Lake, Mount fj 
Painier, The Valley of Ten Thousand ’.’ 
Smokes, and Paricutin in Mexico. A good 
speaker and an interesting subject guar~ 
antee us a worthwhile evenings es, 
r: " 
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Je GG OR Cok iotoiokaoikate ak kcaekok i ik ak 
* ANNUAL DINNER AND DANCE 


A new place--the Bellevue Hotel 
A new date---May 1 
A new price--$4,25 per person 
A new Board of Directors--that's 
up to you 
The new lookeeif you can afford it 
Tickets will soon be on scale at 
the Club office. Watch for the 
post card announcement, 
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ECHO LAKE AVALANCHES 


Word has come down from the Echo Lake 


country that avalanches swept the 
slopes of the lakes during the Easter 


week end, destroying considerable prop- 


erty. We have the following report 
from Dick Leonard, who with Einar Nils- 
son drove up there a day or two later 
to check on the damage done: 

"Tcy crust from several weeks with- 
out snow, which was followed by very 
high winds and storm, put down 356 in- 
ches of snow in 24 hours on the level. 
Underneath the summit of Ralston Ridge 
the snow piled up 5 to 7 feet deep, 
driven by this high wind. Then, pos- 
sibly caused by the weight of the snow 
and additional snow being dislodged 
from some of the trees by the wind, 
the six avalanches fell. They broke 
off on this icy crust with about 5 
to 7 feet of new snow at the ton which 
was fairly dry, broke up into powder 
and formed a dry snow avalanche at 


wind velocity estimated around 100 


miles per hour. It tore limbs off 
trees 30 feet above the ground, went 
through heavier trees able to stand 

the blast, totally destroyed six cab- 
ins and tipped over three more smaller 
ones, Two of the avalanches swept half 
way across the upper and (cont. page 3) 
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NSS CALENDAR 

Sunday, April 11--"ildflower trip. Take 
6:40 Tiburon bus from 7th and liission 
Greyhound station. Note change in start- 
ing time. 
Friday, April 16~-Save this for the even- 
ing meeting in the Mills To.cr Auditorium 
at 7:30. 
Sunde’, April 18--Chartered bus trip to 
Tonona and vicinity, led by Amy Heggie. 
Bus: leaves 7th and liission Greyhound sta- 
tion at 8:09, will pick up Oakland pas- 
sengers at northeast corner of Oth and 
San Pablo at 8:15, and Berkeley passen- 
gers at northeast corner of University 
and San Pablo at 8:25. Reservations 
(with $1.75 bus fare) must reach Rudi 
Fink, 662 Outlook Avenue, Oakland, by 
April 14h, Please mention where you will 
board bus, 

SR eo SM: 
DEPOSITS on the summer outings are coming 
in at a rapid rate--you'd be surprised how 
many people have aready signed up for 
the first two weeks of the High Trip. 
if you're planning to go on one of the 
outings, send in your money. (Full de- 
posits, please. And please don't include 
your dues with outing deposits~--separate 
checks will make it easier for the office 
to handle both ducs and reservations 
promptly.) 
BALLOTS are still arriving in quantities 
at the club office, too-~the large carton 
which serves as a ballot box is actually 
overflowing, Have you sent in your vote? 
Deadi ‘ne is April 10--at noon (high or 
' otherwise). 


So 


‘above the valley haze. 


YODSLEARS HEAR<= 

--from Rolf Pundt, who is teaching at Ba+ 
kersfield High School: "It is delight- 
fully cool and sunny: here at present, It 
gives me great pleasure to be able to 


‘look. out of my window and see in the dis- 


tance the. snow-covered mountains rise 
Streaks of snow 
reach way down the mountain side. I am 
looking forward to seeing the wildflowers 
of the desert, even though they will not 
be plentiful this year," 


--of the arrival of Jon Jay, first child 
of Evelyn and Jack Hart. 


--that Art Blake, referring to drought 
conditions, says, "If we have another 
dry year like this even the rattlesnakes 
will be carrying canteens!" 


--of so many marriages: 


Lorraine Kugelian and Walter Paul, on 
February 29 (now living. in Concord) ; 
- Terry Jones and Dr. Peter Picard, in 


Carson City on larch 12; 
Shirley Ann “jaxman and R. Daniel Kahn; 
Dorothy Dickinson and James TE. Heyvood; 
Varie Stickler and Lioyd Ingraham; ~~ 
Dr. kato -van Leeuwen and Dr. Je De 


Pomer, in larch. 


--that Annie Nilsson is seriously ill, 
but we are happy to report is making sat- 
isfactory progress, 


--that Catherine and Dick Freeman have an 
article in the March Natural History en- 
titled "Timber-line Trails", which is a 
short account of a Sierra Club High Trip, 
illustrated of course by the authors! ow 
beautiful photographs of the high country, 
You will recognize some friends! 


 -=that Elsie Bell Earnshaw has an excit- 


ing trip to Europe all planned--it in- 
cludes such widely spaced locations as 
Northern Sweden and Istanbul, She is 
leaving Los Angeles on May 10. 


* % * % * 


FOR SALE: Ski and mountaineering equip- 
uent, priced very low. Eiderdown sleep- 
ing bags, Bramani USA ski boots, skis and 
bindings, rucksacks (Army frame and ci- 
vilian Bergans), tents, ice axe, seale 
skins, wax, ski and mountain pants, ski 
sox (100% wool), parkas--miscellaneous 
equipment of all kinds at unusually low 
prices, Also a four-wheel trailer with 
box, like new. Hauls passengers or 
freight. Fred J. Brown, 656-5th Street, 
Richmond. No phone. Stop by any time. 
WANTED: 2-room apartment in Berkeley, 
‘Tuone Helen Perry, Landscape 6-6759. 


— 


IN THE EDITOR'S MAIL — 


Puno, Peru 
On Lazo Titicaca 


Yodeleditor:; 

For six months I have been making a 
mental surve,, of the possibilities of 
Andean climbing. My conclusion, as an 
amateur, is that it would be exceedingly 
difficult and "no vale la pena" except 
in certain. specific cases. 

In Puno we live at sbout 13,000 feet 
(gasp! all you who think camping at 9550 
is hight). Every time we go to the mare 
ket or the Plaza we pant--and when we 
go to the “cerra" we rest frequently on 
the way to the top. 

To reach interesting mountains to 
climb would entail long treks, perhaps 
over the altiplano. There is no water 
and the food supply is very short for 
the people who live there. I have flown 
over the region between Cuzco and Quince. 
‘mil--over gorgeous snow peaks--but there 
are no roads and only a few trails to 
the villages at the bottoms of the deep 
Canyons » 

My imagination runs riot at the 
thought of us negotiating for burros, 
food, water, permission to travel, in 
the land of manana, I have been to a 
few outlying places on horsebcck and on 
foot, Everybody thinks the gringa with 
boots, jeans and knapsack is completely 
mad, thot they agree the outfit is prac- 
tical. With all this, and more, the An- 
des have been climbed by a few, and with 
the ingenuity of thé Sicrran (Californi- 
an) they no doubt will be again, 

Puno is a small village--the reason 
for its existence is the terminal of the 
railroad and access to Bolivia by boat 
once a week, ‘ 

Now that carnival is over there is ab- 
solutely nothing to do, Carnival last- 
ed ten days and was a grand free-for-all 
of confetti, serpentine and perfume in 
squirt bottles, There were fiestas in 
the clubs and some street dancing by the 
natives from nearby villages. It all 
wound up with "pandillas" for three 
nights and dancing in the market. 
“pandillas" are special groups that 
dance through the town in a serpentine 
fashion, resting in the plaza by dang- 
ing the marinera and drinking pisco, 

In a way it is nice to have it quiet 
again. But it rains and is so cold. 

Our only consolation is to go to bed 
early, for they give ug hot-water bottles 


The 
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OSTRANDER LAKE SKI TOUR 


Skiers found on the week end of March 7 
that Ostrander Lake is an excellent 
place for a ski touring trip. There is 
a great deal of climbing from Badger 
Pass to Ostrander, but there are many 
fine views on the way (and it covers 
wonderful oven slopes for linked stem 
turns on the way back), Once at Os- 
trander, there are slopes facing in all 
directions ready for’a try. From Horse 
Ridge above the Lake, one has a magnifi- 
cent view of most of the Yosemite area, 
Half Dome has an interesting new aspect 
from this angle. 

The Lodge is a very friendly place to 
stay. The manager and his wife are 
charming and hospitable people who real- 
ly make you feel welcome. Bunks and 
bedding are provided for those who wish, 
and there is a separate kitchen for 
those who want to be on their own. Half 
a dozen of the group packed up the trail 
and tried out various types of sleeping 
equipment. (Each ‘one seemed very well 


pleased with his own.) 

It was the first ski touring trip’for 
most of the thirty-odd participants, 
and the inoculation seemed to take very 
~-EB 


well, 


Avalanches (cont. from p. 1) lower lake, 

"Einar Nilsson and I took Kodachrome 
stills and movies three days later to 
show the origin and consequences of 
severe dry snow avalanches. Robert 
Leavens and Bill Wentworth, both Sierra 
Club members, were among those whose 
cabins were destroyed," 


a I, 


in the Turismo Hotels, We have fire- 
places but no firese-there are no trees 


to cut on the altiplano, except the rel- 
atively few eucalypti that have been 
planted, But I'm not complaining--just 
stating a few facts. 

I had the pleasure of being with Adele 
Morena and Hazel Roberts in Cuzco and 
Lima. Now I'm looking forward to seeing 
Ruth Carter. How about some more of 
you coming down to see this wonderful 
place for yourselves? 

Sincerely, 
Panchita 


(Francés Bramhall) 
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Again enjoying capacity attendance, the 
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second East Bay dinner gathering attracted 


some sixty Sierrans and cuests on lWed-- 
nesday the 2lith at Anchor Tavern in: 

Berkeley, where the lively evening . 

hinted at in the committee's announce= 
ment fully materialized, 

Pre-dinner get acquainted A punc=. 
tuated with "what color eyes have you?", 
gave everyone an opportunity to. meet 
everyone else, and between courses of 
an ample and savory dinner the table 
groups sang to each other, kidded each 
other, and competed with one another, - 

After. the second cup of coffee, we. 
settled down to hear about the work 
Virginia Ward and her committce are 
doing on the collection of Sicrra songs, 
which resulted in our singing memory= _ 
provoking favorites from a facsimile of 
the hip=pocket-size song book the com- 
mittee is advocating, We were impressed 
by the aftount of work that has already 
gone into the project, and hew practical 
and desirable the song books would be.) 

After another "know-your-neighbor" 
stunt, we were treated to some of Ken 
Adam's excellent Kodachromes of the Rain= 
bow Bridge country, 


At the evening's end 
we were already anticipating the next 
session, about which the Dinner-Arrange-= 
ment Section announces as follows: 


Date: 
Place: | 


April 14 (2nd Wednesday) 
Hotel Durant, 2600 Durant, 
Berkeley. Main dining room: 
Time: 6:30 pom. 

Price: 1e25 plus tax and tip. 
Acquaintance hour: -5:30 to 6:30 pem. 
Agenda: During-dinner and after- 
dinner program entirely in 
the hands of the live-wires 
in the Natural Science Sec- 
tion, 

By Tuesday ‘noon (the 13th) 
Phone: 

LA 67636 (Spalding) 
BE 7-13582 (Richards) 
LA 6=51L5 (Henriques) 


RESERVATION: 


The progranm-scheduling section of t he 
EBDC will soon be meeting to work on 
future programs, so send in your comments 
and suggestions now,=--and watch the 
Yodeler for tke next time and place, 


LOST: Brown 37 


of Clair Tappaan Lodge about 5PM March 28 = Easter Sundays 
WOntrase ))--9989, 


Griffin, 245 San Benito, S.F. 14, 
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LP!s who ventured to the Clair Tappaan 

Lodge were few in number ==-but had a’ 
‘wonderful time. 
Adams, Earl Roberts, Rolf Pundt, Betty 
Shaw, Jo Miller, Corrine Kibler, and 


There were Margaret 


Claire Bayless. Luckily, the LP's hit 
the best "snow fun" of the year with a 
good 8 feet of it, Jo and Cortine had 
their first ski lesson at the Sugar 
Bowl and thought it was great and are 
ready for another trip. Beacon Hill was 
filled to capacity with Sierra Clubbers | 
and sounded good (but was a long way 
away for those who were just learning 
to ski). Movies and folk dancing took 
a prominent place for evening entertain- 
ment. Sunshine--good snowe-and lots of 
food made it a fine trip, but Monday 
Claire said it was a bit blowy-and icy 
and they were glad to have had the 
weatherman on their side over the week 
end. 

Vacation time brought Bob Zink 
and his wife down from OSC in time to do 
a bit of bicycling with the cyclists of 
LP. chapter -~30 miles they covered in 
a round-about trip through Evergreen to 


“ Los Gatos, Saratoga, and home, 


Laster Week took 10 LPts to the Phan-= 
tom Ranch in Grand Canyon with the 
Southern Chapter. There were 106 in 
all, ‘shen they arrived there was snow 
on the rim and most of the people took 
to cabins but the VWoods party stayed in 
the snow--one night, that is! The first 
day was spent in the cars exploring the 
south rim. The second day took them 
dowm into the canyon via the Kaibab 
Trail which took about 5 hours, and then 
they came back the Bright Angel Trail 
which was not quite so steep but took 
7 hours, Another day took them to the 
Ribbon Falls which are in the Canyon ~ 
and a few went on 34 miles to Roaring 
(not "oring) Springs, The next day was 
quite a trip! Most of them didn't go 
on the 20 mile round trip to Clear Creek 
and none went to the North Rim due to. 
snow conditions, (Wonder what they were?) 
The lerfy. green cottonvoods and the muddy 
Colorado made a beautiful background and 
we are told that the shutters of many 
cameras: were clicking — (hope we get to 
see the results). --Anice George’ 


Leather Suitcase and a pair of loafers. in loading zone 


Ruth 
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PACIFIC TO ATLANTIC . 


We who have concerned ourselves with the 
problems of conservation for so ‘many year's 
and may have felt that the majority of °~ 
people in the country are not interested, 
should take heart and be encouraged.: No 
longer are conservetion problems discussed 
only in conservation publications,’ our SCB 
and other similar periodicals. 

The general public is getting the argu- 
ments in its regular magazinos and in 
books written for the layman, and it is 
getting them from well known writers. 

Last summer The Pacific Sposeator pub- 
licized, in the article by Ar - Car~ 
hart entitled "ontt Fence Us In", the 
actions of Western sheep and cattle men 
in attempting to obtain for grazing hun= 
dreds of acres of lands now owned by all 
the people. 

The Atlantic Monthi., in the March and 
April issues has run grimly warning and 
‘timely articles by Fairfield Osborn on 
the present dangerous destruction of our 
natural resources by man. "Crowded Off 
the Earth" and "The Country That Can Feed 
the World?" give a picture to the layman 
of the spoliation which cannot continue 

‘if we are to survive. Mr. Osborn's book, 
-"“OQur Plundered Planet", which enlarges on 
this theme and puts before us the whole 
frightening situation, is published this 
month, 

The Atlantic is doing a good job for 
‘conservation. "Accent on Living" section 
in the April issue points out the value 
of wildernesses, and calls the reader's 
attention to Erle Stanley Gardner's re- 
marks in his "Step Off the Crs". on what 
the airplane can do to the wilderness. 
One aisplane party means more to come, 
but the very things that drow them to the 
wilds are thereby.destroyed. Gardner 
says, "We hear a lot about our diminish- 
ing material resources, The one that is 
diminishing fastest is our wild life, We 
don't have many really wild places left 
where men can go to find game and recover 
health. The authorities were shrewd in 
setting aside primitive areas where there 
would be no roads, but they overlooked a 
bet when they permitted hunters to be 

‘brought in by airplane, 

"You might as well build a paved road 
right through the middle of a reservation 
and bring the hunters in by automobile. 
We've done that lots of times, The result 
is burned forests, polluted streams, cur- 
iosity 'shoppes! and empty tin cans." 

Last autumn one of the best sellers ex- 


pressed very nicely the true conservation- _ 


.the Saugus Branch", 
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FIRST AID TO THE INJURED 


A short first aid and mountain rescue 
course is’ to be given by the RCS prior 
to the Yosemite outing. A brief first 
aid session will te held at Indian Rock 
April 11, led by Milton Hildebrand. 
This will be followed in May by two ses- 
sions on mountain rescue technique, to 
be led by Dave Rrower and Raffi Bedayn. 
This is essential in all rock climbing 
activities. 
(Does it refer to the announcement 
below?=-Ed. ) 


ROCK CLIMBING SECTION 
Dinner Dance - May 15, 19,8 
El Jardin 
$2.50 per plate 
Informal 


See Rock Climbing Committee 
for Information. and Tickets 


MANY THANKS, SPONSORS 


The Membership Committee is delighted at 
the response to the letters of inquiry 
sent to sponsors of new applicants this 
past month, Nearly all letters were re- 
turned promptly, and the information on 
them was clear, concise and most inter- 
esting, In fact, the committee is im- 
pressed with the varied interests and .. 
experience indicated among this group of 
new members. If other months bring sim- 
ilar lists the Club can look within its 
own membership for valuable skills and 
help in many activities. Pest of all, 
the sponsors didn't seem to object to 
being asked to write the few words neces= 
sary, and several sent back the letter 
with a note of approval added for the 
encouragement of the Membership Commit- 
tee, 


ist's point of view. Elliot Paul in his 
book of early reminiscences, "Linden on 
tells of the threat- ° 
ened removal of the beautiful Balm of 
Gilead tree in the village to make way 
for progress in the form of trolley wires, 
idmiral Quimby, one of the characters, de- 
clared emphatically how he felt about it. 
Said he, "Should any man come to me and 
ask, ‘Admiral, which do you value highest, 
your chestnut trees or your hostelry?! [I 
should answer: 'Which, kind sir, could 
you replace in my lifetime?' ~~HTP 
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The 1948 Mt. Tamalpais play IF I WERE 
KING, written by Justin Huntly McCarthy 
and directed by Reginald Travers, will 
be presented Sunday, May 23 at 2:00 PM, 
The Mountain Theater, with its magnif- 
icent view of the Bay Area as a backdron, 
will be the scene of the performance, 

This stirring drama of the court of 
France's Kine Louis XI brings to the 
mountain glarcrous Francois. Villon, the 
poet who wanted to be king and whose 
leadership of a citizen army saved 
France from the aggressive Burgundians,. 

A cast of eighty local people will 
dramatize the story of conflict and love 
in three acts replete with pageantry and 
set to carefully selected symphony mu- 
sic. The Betty May Dancers appear seve 
eral times in colorful costumes of the 
period, 

Admission charge will be: 
$1.00, children 50¢, 


adults 


SLOSHING IN MARIN 


The Big Carson trip, usually the most 
popular hike with experienced hikers, 
suffered from competition with the 
weather, Nine of us who weren't afraid 
to get wet started from Bottini during a 
lull in the morning storm. All were well 
clad for the weather we expected, but we 
had some misgivings about fording Big 
Carson Creek, Due to the recont rains 
all tho streams were very high. As we 
went f:.rther along the leaders could sze 
thet their carefully selected fords were 
either well covered with water or the’ 
stepping stores washed away. However, 
the several crossings of Big Carson 
Creek were mace without incident, At 
Carson saddle the part:;" split up and 
haif took the trail tc Fa:rfax and the 
others were ably led \ Larry Armstrong 
to Little Carson Fali. which were flowing 
unusually full. The trails in many 
places were in bad shape and could stand 
some work, How about a trail day on 
Big Carson, Dick? --Larry Enos 


YOU'RE INVITED 


CONTRA COSTA HILLS CLUB invites Sierrans 
to its Spring Dance (informal) to be‘held 
at Norway Hall, 3829 Piedmont Avenue, 
Oakland, on Friday, April 23--8:30 PM, 
Tickets are $1, and may be obtained in 
advance from Eileén-Carol Dean, 1267-99th 
Avenue, Oakland 3, or Margaret Chlubna, 
120 Rllseworth Street, San Prancisvco 10. 
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LOMA ALTA 


The lovely green hills of the dairy 
country on Loma Alta were the objective 
of the hike on March 21 for 48 hikers 
led by Ramona Wascher, over the route 
laid out by Howard Whitmore, Starting 
from San Anselmo, we hiked straight up 
the ridge and continued on the crest 
around Sleepy Hollow to the peak of Loma 
Alta. At one point we picked up an ex- 
cellent rear leader when a bull decidéd 
to see what hiking was like. However, 
Warren Swing and Bill Colvig talked him 
into staying on his side of the fence 
and the entire group got through that 
field as quickly as possible. 

The views from the tov of the ridge 
were wonderful, with the valleys green 
after the recent rain, and wild flowers 
hiding among the tall grass and clovér, 
The weatherman kept the morning cool, 
then brought out the sun while we were 
eating lunch, Extra exercise was pro- 
vided by crawling and sliding under fen- 
ces=-but then the view appeared even 
lovelier when we stood up again} The 
distance involved was about twelve miles, 
and needless to say, the ice-cream stock 
in Fairfax dwindled fast once the hikers 
arrived there} --Ramona Wascher 


. 


TUESDAY DINNER DATING 


April 13--Sam Deal has definitely arranged 
to have Mason Weymouth address the Tuesday 
Dinner group at the Women's City Club from 
7 to 7350. His subject will be photo- 
graphy, with particular stress on mountain 
photography. The meeting will be open to 
questions after the talk; this should give 
our amateur (7?) photographers a chance at 
some valuable tips and instruction from 

an expert. lfason has just completed an 
assignment for Holiday magazine, 


FOOL'S PARTY 


On April 2 Sierrans had their April Foolts 
Party in Oaklands i.e., those who could 
find their way through the downpour. The 
I.D, (identification to the uninformed), 
cards were clever, one reading "Whisper 
sweet nothings in my ear and call me 
After some plain and fancy dancing we 
raced around on a tricycle and a scooter-= 
the trike won. Then a half-dozen men gave 
a hula in their best Hawaiian manner but 
the audience only laughed, There was a 


.brilliantly staged skit about Pay Meadows; 


the performers! embarrassment was covered 
up by the resumption of general dancing 
which was followed by refreshments, 


